Main Stree] Dental Care

September 15, 2016

Senator Mike Shirkey, Chairman
Health Policy Committes
Michigan State Senate

Lansing, Michigan 42909

Dear Chairman Shirkey and Members of the Senate Health Policy Committee:

hsdeumlmmmmmmsamammﬁmwmmp&mmmmm, and
urge you to support 58 1013,

ummmmmafmnmmmmm My dental practice is located in
Montevideo, mm:mafwﬁ&&ﬂﬂﬂmm%mﬂmmﬂmmm
two and a half hours away from Minneapolis, and similar distances from Fargo, North Dakota and Sioux
Falls, South Dakota. | hired my first dental therapist in early 2012; she previously worked as 2 dental
assistant in my practice before going back to school to become 3 dental therapist. In preparation for
bringing her back to my practice as a dental therapist, | sent out educational materials to members of
my community to Inform them of what she could do and how she would be Integrated into the dental
team al my office.

Ower the first three years of employing a dental therapist, my practice’s schedule filled up and our
mmmmmmmmwmmuwsamusmmmmnmm
m%mmmmnimmmm“memndomwmwm 2014, hiring 3
mmammmmemsﬁnWMMaMMﬁwmm
Hmawmwuummmmn,wmmmmmwm
mmmmxe.mzedmmmatm*nwzﬁemmmmmmnm,mm
months ago, | hired a fourth dental therapist,

We now are able to see many more patients, including many more patients on Medicaid, who previoushky
did not have access to regular dental care, My practice has also experienced significant incresces in
revenues. Comparing the first year we hired a dental therapist (2012) to this year (2016} we have
already increased production by $776,572 and collections by 5468,778.

it's important to note that the dental therapists | employ provide extremely high quality care to the
patients we serve. Asa dentist for 38 years, | would not allow another provider in my office Lo perform
fillings and extractions of teeth if | were not completely confident they could do so as weil if not better
thanican.lam mﬁMwaﬁofmd&MMnﬂsnmp&mﬂWm@mﬁwh@
patient satisfaction from our new and existing patients.
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Main Stree] Dental Care

Dental therapy is 2 great option for dentists wha are trying to meet the oral health challenges in their
tommunities, espedially in rural and remate areas where few dentists are interested In working. It also
makes financial and economic sense for individual private practice dentists, who otherwise have trouble
aftording to care for patients on Medicaid, due to low reimburssment rates and the high cost of care.

Dental therapy doesn’t just help dentists, it also helps create jobs in rural areas like mine that are often
in need of economic development. With more dental therapists on staff and more patients in our
community seeking dental care, mmmwmmmﬁmm Just a few
years ago, in 2012, my practice had eight total employees. Now, | employ 20 people, including seven
dental assistants, three dental hyglenists, and four dental therapists {one part-time and three full-time),
as well as support and administrative staff. We've created 12 new jobs for our community in one dental
office, in just the last four years.

| strangly recommend allowing dentists in Michigan to have the same opportunity to grow thelr

mmkmﬁrmmmthkm.m&dﬁnmmmmmmm.

John Powers, DD5S

Owner, Main Street Dental Cars
Montevideo, Minnesota
320-269-6406

Jobm T. Powers DDS,.

2O Sombh I3E SLroel, Monteriden, MIN 6243
f
”

PRope 110-200-000 « Wehaile e s lree Lder tal com s Baadl SrmowersBaidint rertMental o 1}




